Cytokines may give insight into mechanisms of death in sudden infant death syndrome.
There are a number of postulated causes of sudden infant death syndrome, including bacterial toxins, defects in thermoregulation and hypersensitivity. This paper formulates the hypothesis that analysis of cytokine profiles in suspected sudden infant death syndrome victims may give an insight into mechanisms of death. These cytokine profiles may also help to identify specific causes of sudden infant death syndrome or indicate that different causes act in concert in individual cases.